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Forthe Watchman and Reflector, 

TUE SAINTS HAPPINESS INCREASED BY THE 
RESLRRECTION OF THE BODY. 


his great Leader is the grand aim of life. He can 
ask for nothing more from his heavenly Father, nor 
will he be satisfied with anything less. The devoted 
followers of great leaders have often given striking 
illustrations of this desire for a likeness to the object 
of their admiration. Even deformities have been 
coveted, that they might complete the resemblance 
between the master and follower. But the highest 





IN a minister«’ meeting in one of the New England | and best illustration of this is seen in the longing, the 
Siates, a question was not long since assigned for an / hungering and thirsting of the Christian for conform- 
essay, which awakened some interest among the mem | ity to the glorious image of Christ. “I shall be sat- 


bers. Ihave thought that a report of some of the 
views presented in the discussions, might not be unin- 
teresting to a larger audience than was then present. 
The question was, “ In what respects does the resur- 
rection of the body add to the happiness of the rght- 
That the does increase the 
UNeSs, SOCMIS ¢ lear from suc h Passages As 
~ We ourselves (which have the first 


eous f resurrection 
saints’ hap) 
Kom. 8: 23 , 3 
fruits of the Spirit.) vroan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit the redemption, of our bodies.” 
The tiest part of the essay Was confined to a state- 
ment of same of the theories whi h have prevailed 
in the workd in regard to the resurrection, and the 
latter part of it only was devoted to the question pro- 
posed. It was remarked in substance ; | 

1. That the resurrection of the body, and its re- 
umion with the soul, will add to its happiness, because 
then human nature will be complete or pertect.— 
Man is a complex being, composed of soul and beady 
“nents of his nature are adapted to each 
ie ‘ ~ «awe forthe body, and the 
the soul, and when one is renewed or re- 
the also.— 


Hence, though all the dead will be raised, we do not 


oon 


for 


reated, if is Necessary other should be 


earn that the bodies of any will be changed, made 


‘ 


isfied when | awake with thy likeness.” When this 
desire is fully gratified, as it will be at the resurree- 
tion, the soul must receive a large accession of hap- 
pINESS. 

Lastly, May we not suppose that there will be 
something unspeakably pleasing and delightful in the 
consummate beauty and perfection of the resurrection 
body itself? I reter to the resurrection body of the 
saints only, for we have no instruction that any bat the 
We are 
pleased with beauty, wherever seen; and here it will 
l’aul appears to dwell with delight upon 
this idea, making the possession of the * body celes- 
tial,” one of the anticipated blessings of the people of 
(rod-—"" Who shall change our vile body that it may 


righteous will receive a glorious body. 


be pertect. 


ve iasaicnce Bke unte bie elavinns hele” Christ 
having beautified the soul with perfect holiness, makes 
the body a meet temple for this new creature's home. 
It is thue that the redeomeld are exalted even abowo 
the angels of God, and in heaven have the post of 
honor,—that nearest the throne,—assigned to them, 
as we learn from the fifth chapter of Revelation. I 
think, therefore, that the resurrection of the body 
will add to the happiness of the righteous, by its beau- 


ty and pertection, by the fact that the resemblance 








lomous and mmertal, except those of the righteous. 


nearly all 
: . . i 
n are influenced byw the idea that the soul requires 


between the mghteous man and his Saviour will then 
| our modes of thought and of concep- | be complete, by the fact that this will finish the me- 


5 ORTAS 


Wi are tol 1. 


act. And we know not but that the same is true of 
all created intelligences Angels may, for aught 
know, have “hat may be called forms or bodies. (2.7! 
; } : a | 
mav have “given them bodies as it pleased him.”— | 


} ~ ’ : 
celestial bodies, and bodies 
‘4 . ; 
he celestial is one, and 
} 


+ There are 
restrial; but the glory of 1 
‘glory of the terrestrial is another.” It mav be a 


- 


m ofa finite be ing when in a pertect state, 


diatorial work of Christ, and by the consideration that 


tren rani? > . cl . ‘ j we ‘ " 
some form, organization or vehicle through which to ;this event will promote the happy intercourse of the 
'redeemed in heaven, and complete the two-fold na- 
we ture of the race of beings to which we belong. A. 
yt | 


For the Watchman and Reflector. 
THE MANSION HIOUSE IN) LONDON, 
Ovrk English cousins are somewhat in the habit of 


‘taunting us when we visit their country, with the fact 
that their publie buildings are the finest in the world, 














wink 


Li 


| 


‘as y tears that they mught see Jesus as he ix. 
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? 


° . 4 4 only af 
erest even to a glorified spint. Nor would any sparit 


Ontinue z , , 
PeNNGe & risoner im the dark do 
inion Of death and the 


i Vs hen the 


to mee tial ‘ 
vrave. 


soul Unites] to the luonly made 


and unimeo'm) then shall the nghteous bee 


like |t 


Awd this thought alone must powerfully af. |" 


fiat 


ins was conveyed to the hospital in a dying state. 


that it should have a body as a medium of communi-! ang that we are never likely to have anything like 
cat Be ing = Sy Man nas Seth body and them. Were it not for the discourtesy of the matter, 
s and his habits of thought and feeling are mould. we might remind them that there are such things in 
et and shaded through the com! ined action of these the world as historical records, that these records 
two elements of his nature . Upon consciousness, | how some of their public buildings as originating in 
supposed be the cer tre of these two natures, our oppression _ persecution, and that when we read 
hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, sins and repent | op ge said records we have no very high ambition to 
ince, write their indelible imy — Vur modes | have such monuments of fraud and wrong erected in 
of conception are so influenced by the complex na-!¢.e¢ America. Let us look, for instance, at the splen- 
ture we possess, that itis all but impossible for us to} gig mansion house in the city of London, the resi- 
have any definite conception of a purely spiritual be- | 2.5.6 of the Lord Mayor for the time being. 
g. There is no truth in the whole compass of rev- In the reagn of Charles the Second, it was enacted 
elation. which it has been more difficult to IMPTESS «shar no person shall be plat ed, elected or chosen 
mind of man, than the spirituality of God into the office of mavor, alderman, or other office of 
' favs of Abraham down to those of Nehem- magistracy, that shdll not have within one year De, 
1! NAS un nevasing struggle ” plant this hefare such election, taken the sacrament of the Lord's 
t} gt the om is ort Jews Alm stn Vain Supy r. act wading to the rites of the Church of Ee ng- 
wi y punished the most signal manner, again pia The penalty of disobedience to this law was 
and aga tur their idolatry, stl thes have outlawry, which ancluded, 1. A forfeiture to the in- 
ome image, some Vinite embodiment of the Divine former of five hundred pounds, which if they did not 
preser Po ard them in their weakness, Grod gave discharge, they suffered imprisonment for life. 2. 
t at first, not an sage, bat a symbol of his pres They were incapable of suing for any debt. 3. They 
ence, mn the elou iy pillar that went before them, and were in apable ot receiving any ley wy, and 4, were 
‘ ee oes giory overshadowing the mercy- incapable of bemg guardian to any children, even to 
seat.” After these @ purer and more elevated con-' their own. Will it be believed that in the face of 
Was imparted it how umpertectiy was this this act the corporation endeavored to enforce fines 
Wi un - ace throughout the Je wish his- on the Dissenters for retusing to abandon their prin- 
t raving tor aa ~ net personauty im phe -— ciples and serve ip public affairs; and when they 
of t P Worship, © Which Wey Couns scarcely COM | 6 led in this.they actually made a bye law, poste 
as sform. When we think of God, it re- a tine of four hundred poands upon every person, who, 
quires an ¢ mind and wail not to _— iate him 4, ing nominated by the Lord Mavor, should decline 
with some defisite form. And in this effort, ts it not ‘standing an election at the common hall. and «ix hun- 
' y the case that mach of the fervor and soul dred pounds upon every one who being elected by 
petit 6 Vanishes And has not this want the common hall should refuse to serve the sfice. 
this craving rnature for some distinct being or Having made this law, contrary, as it: had been ad- 
tof wors it ; <u ents distinet to fix a. or A to the law of the land. they actually elected 
wand g thoug ee mong many yet more on wholly incompetent from age and infirmity, one 
a! s, : tiie ’ the mManilesta- who Was blind, anil anoth: r who was bed-r Iden, not 
trod t} keness of sinful flesh Whilst because thes desired their services, but because it was 
Hen suiaU exercised lest we should make known that they would rather submit tothe fine, than 
tthe human nature assume . by the object | orve an office, for which they supposed they were 
’ “ 1 <t we « iknow ( a only aiter disqualitied bey law, ‘ xeopt upon a condition with 
ss we may conceive ot him with sufhcient @hich thes could not cons ientiousls comply Num- 
s a var aNdering of mind, bers of them par the fine, amounting to above fif- 
” wey | t _ leelings of the se ul before “ the teen thousand pounds. This sum of seve ulyeficr thou- 
i ‘ , . rmicnsion fcitine 
g zg with the Author a all be It was not to be expected that the English Dissen- 
wet r Pot son form to help us to ters would alwave sulmnit to these things; according- 
of them distinetis And in heaven we have ly, when mn 1754. three of them were elected to the 
i> t t a tha ir ft ule . ° conception office of Sherifl of London, thes refused] to serve. 
a4 will, doubtless, be vastly enlarged ques Two of these were taken into court, and from one 
1, wil not remain generally analo-| 1 a another, till 1767, when one of the m had 
. soot Henee, the reunion of died, it was decided in the HTlouse of Lords in favor 
| es! p to give definiteness | Of freedom. One of them, Mr. Evans, a member and 
. ~ = - macy SO OOS EM deacon of the church in Barbican, vet lingered on 
“ w ! ve ot tt sam ler as that to whic! _ ey » tll the decisi Ae M, 
he shores of tune till the decision was pronounced. 
we : . It was thought that Providence kindly interposed in 
li at be true bese at the soul Was made for —_ om lengt he ning out “the tly ing life” of the defendant, till 
wth © RORY GUNNS Co Oh, OH ~— Seeny GaRS Coe 2 ny es oe precarious was that 
appaness wil be increased when it receives what life, and so much did the Dissenters think it of impor- 
erly belongs to it. Though in is separate state | sance, that numerous inquiries were continually made 
! as liappy as it ts : ~ © Of being, i may at his house respecting the state of his health. Ie 
rise to a higher Gegree of | meee antes worn the ha was sully wenths sensible when the cause was deter- 
aes Se is perfected. In the langnage of John mined, to receive the information, and to express, 
Hhovw a natura REFSRS and ‘ i" tite will then be with a faint stnile and faltering accents, the satisfac- 
” d and answer . Which dud anther hie dormant. tion it after led him in the smimediate prospect of 
was under a somewhat SA RIOUS, PEsUess EXPECtanion | death. Tle wasa man of great respectability and 
neither ot which could well consist with a state wealth, and had reached the venerable age of eighty- 
: ssediness eve way already perfect.” In anoth- two. . 
By o heat ad / ager : me - pea <i A short | extract from the noble speech of Lord 
enie . a ~~ Z hinge rs adds @ \ansfield, in the House of Peers, may form an appro- 
oats ins seg: ” — etore Much priate close to this account, as it finely displays the 
myer ay We Sip pose ee roa 2 of life through anunus of the proceedings of the corporation of * the 
7 Snepags -” — thell with joy and con- yreatest city an the world.” “ There was,” said his 
pent’ the spirit that aims it. No where in the Lordship, * no occasion for the revocation of the edict 
S niptures do we find cyuntenance given to the aacet- of Nantz: the Jesuits needed only to have a plan sim- 
tions respecting the lnndy. Its appetites are to ilar to what is contenced for in the present case, 
~ restrained, ana its passions curbed, but we must al- | ype a law to render Dissenters incapable of office, 
: omer that the body itself, “ fearfully and make another to punish them for not serving. If they 
tul.y inade,” was deemed by ats Creator wor- accept, punish them; if they refuse, punish them ; if 
edemption trom the corruptions of the grave. thes sav yes, punish them : if they say no, punish 
s place, then only will our nature be them My lords, this is a most exquisite dilemma, 
pasate Ob. ..eyg2 22 Sern dares erees , 1e 4 . . 
over the last enemy cannot be colebretsd. Aad froprarbie’ if they are too short. drctch ‘them ° “4 
. they who are so ddee piy interested, not only as “em vate one a —_ I aye =u, ‘id which 
n Whom the victory of the Saviour will bee Hey . oe _— a to be reduced to this dilemma, is a 
! l As active participants in the bless ngs of eee ~ ta ao re Corporation contrary to 
, fanbot but te joyviul when they see the rm vs 4 Seager. which is the law of the land, a 
whole work of redemption completed. The last link mode - ae aw of very modern date, made long 
Ol the chain which ids the righteous to the slace of ee “ ration act, inthe face of them : for they 
trial and sin will then be broken. and the last hold of new these laws were in being. It was made In some 
will then be struck off forever from all that the yee of the late king, I forget which, but uf was mad: 
in can call hes line prand strugyle in the a 6 the 4 Of budding the Mansion Vlouse.” 
ree will then be seen to be decided In “ ° om “ ee ll to ee the Pest and ( orpora- 
wes hada deep interest. All their “vin- e 2 oe mili. “ot but with the usual spirit 
j se all theur mterests, were on the ade . government, ever intent on the humiliation of 
Ma i them and gave himself fi he piasenters, they are compelled to swear, or in the 
ph WT them , 
| ny will never again extend a ~ (Quakers to firm, that they will never 
er anytlong in which the child of God callin ia om use the influens e of office to the injury of “the Es. 
7 And thu ; es tablished Church of these realms.” 
, othe Saviour’s trumph | 
“ uid to the exultins aif S j LIBFERTAB. 
. r JU) OF bes people. Asde al- | ; 
er from the body being « medium of communi-| INTERESTING ANKCDOTE. 
” Ga higher state of existence. 4 serine Te me | A PResBY TEKIAN mimeter of the United States, 
t nothings } b, «-cnnt — . j nrraets 
| i : Which cost th Leo much anxiety as Amern an ty birth, but of Scottish parentage, happen- 
athe body, which gave it so much pleasure and nz +o be m the enty ot New Orleans, Was requested 
pain, and which so mightily influenced its sain . — an a soldier who had wandered 
during its earthly pilgrimage, can be dostitute » thither, and having been attacked by the vellow fever, 


On 


announcing bis errand, the sick soldier told him, in a 
surly tone, that he desired none of bis visits: that he 
knew how to die without a priest. 
pled that he was no priest, but a Presbyterian cler- 
plo- igyman, come to read to him the Word of (od, and 


The minister re- 


0 speak ot that eternity to which he seemed drawing 
war, The Seot doggedly refused all conversation, 


' those who have struggled, prayed, and shed «| and after lingering a few minutes, the minwter was 


“We 
is Ke hum, for we shail eee him as he is” To|t 


? 


| reluctantly compelled to take his leave. 
however, he called again, thinking the reflections of 


‘awawer of Christ, conformity to the likeiuess of | Pecepuon on a second 


Next day 


he man on his own rudeness might secure a bette 


visit. But the soldier's tone, 
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turned himself in bed with his face toward the wall 
as if determined to hear nothing and relent nothing 


sition, as it is supposed, of David Deekson, of Irone 
one of the worthies of Scotland : 
“© mother dear, Jerusalem, 
When shall I come to thee ? 
When shall my sorrows have an end ? 
Thy joys when shall I see?" 


sing when a child to the tane of Dundee. He began 
to hum his mother’s hymn to his mother’s tune. The 
soldier listened for afew moments in silence, but 
gradually turning himself round, his countenance re- 
laxed, and with the tear in his eye, he inquired, 
* Who learned you that?” 

“ My mother,” saxd the minister. 

“And so did mine,” repled the now softened and 
relenting soldier, whose heart was melted by the rec- 
ollections of infancy, and who was now prepared to 
give a willing ear to the man that had found the key 
to his Scottish heart.— Lewis's Impressions of America 
and the American Churches. 


PERMANENCY OF METHODISM., 
Tue sermon of Rev. E. P. Humphrey, D.D., be- 
fore the Old School General Assembly, at its late 
meeting, proposed a vin es*\on of the Calvinistic the- 
ology, as held by that body. The course of discussion 
and remark into which the preacher was led, caused 
him to glance at Wesleyan Methediom in its general 
features, its distinguishing type, and the prospece of 
its permanency. He regards all the great truths on 
which that religious system insists, as contained in mod- 
ified Calvinism, without its errors, which Dr. HL, as 
will be seen, views as both serious and far reaching. 
We quote for the interest of our readers his remarks 
on the inquiry which he discusses as to the continu- 
ance and future efficiency of modern Arminianism: 
It is now only a few years over a century since 
Wesley began his career. A religious system ma- 
tures slowly. The truths asserted may, for a long pe- 
riod, hold in check the serious errors with which they 
are combined. The errors, if not eliminated, will at 
last work out the dissolution of the system. It may, 
indeed, outlast many generations, but what are even 
ages tothe life of a true permanent theology ? 
lt is to be remembered, also, that the Arminian 
scheme has yet to be reduced to a systematic and log- 
ical form. Where are its written formularies push- 
ing boldly forth, to their final and inevitable conelu- 
sions, all its doctnnes touching predestination, free 
will and efficacious grace ?) We es its brief and 
informal creed in some five and twenty articles; but 
where is its complete confession of faith in thirty. or 
forty chapters? Where is its larger catechism ? 
Nay, where is even tts shorter catechism ? Where is 
its whole body of divinity from under the hand of a 
master, sharply defining its terms, accurately stating 


- 


tions, and adjusting all its parts into a consistent and 
systematic whole? It has furnished us indeed, with 
some detatched negations and philosophical theories. 
We have, for example, its flat denial of our doe- 
trine of predestination ; but has it to this day met, for 
itself the problem of foreknowledge infinite by a more 
plausible solution than the celebrated sophism, that 
although God has the capacity of foreknowing a 














things, be chooses to foreknow only some things ? We 
have, also, its notion of the freedom of the will where- 
in there was supposed to be the germ of a systematic 
Arminianism ; but this budding promise was long since 
nipped by the untimely frost ot Jonathan kdwards’ 
logic. Tt is clear that an exposition of this theology 
which shall satisty the logical conse pousnessa is indis- 
pensable to its perpetuity . otherwise it cannot take 
possession of educated and disciplined minds—edu- 
cated by the word and Spirit ot (iad, and lise iplined 
to exact analysis and argument; otherwise, again, al- 
though it may exert a temporary influence, it: will re- 
tire before advancing spiritual and intelleetaal cul- 
ture. Ituis also clear, that the first century of its @x- 
istence has not prodaced that eX position Another 
century may clearly demonstrate that such a produc- 
tion is impossible, by showing that the logical and 
scriptural clement is notin the Arminian system ; 
that the law of atlinity and crystallization is wanting 
to its disjointed principles ; that thus theology, Come 
Lining many precious truths and many capital errors, 
resembles a mingled mass of diamonds and fragments 


| of broken glass and broken pottery, which no plastic 


skill of nan or power of fire can mould into one trans- | 


parent, wire louded, many sided, equal sided crystal, ifs 
angles all beaming, and its pots all burning with 
light—a Rohinoor indeed! 

Again, it is to be seen whether this divinity has not 
on the one hand, an inherent tendency to prelacy, as 
in the Anglican church, and on the other, an imbhe- 
rent repugnance to the popular elon nts— the rep 
resentation of the people in church assemblies—as in 


‘the Weslevan Societies in England and this country. 
It the cane be ao We must be permitted to doubt both 











| 


i this divinity can abide any great dlay of trial. 


its soundness and its permanency. 

Sill further it remains to be determined whether 
Are 
its vital energies equal to sucha work tor God as was 
at conmpelis ie d by another theology between the birth 
of John Calvin and that of James Arminius ? 
it survive such a century of ceaseless struggles as that 
which culminated in the English Revolution? Not 
only surviving itself,could it uphold a great nation 
through every terrible convulsion; every exterminat- 
ing war and treacherous peace ; its bow abiding in 
strength ; its quiver ever full; smelling the battle atar 
off with the thunder of the captains and the shouting, 
litting ats brow and its war cry undaunted im the 
dreadful array : its chariot plunging into the thickest 
of the fight, and vet bearing aloft, flaming and unex- 
tinguished, its two sacred torches——-even the truth, 
man's heritage in the church and liberty, his heritage 
inthe State ¥ And then is that theology equal to the 
task of exiling itself to another and distant continent, 
planting there two new common wealths, the spiritual 
and the civil, both free, each separate from the oth- 
er, and each independent of every power on earth 
besides; penetrating the vast interior, founding pow- 
erful States and prosperous churches under every 
latitude, from the frozen to the burning zone, and un- 
der every meridian, from our own resounding sea to 
the golden shores of the West? Let the future age 
question, tour hing both the Arminian theology and 
our own, as permanent or transient, as vital or de- 


ee : ’ 
| ay ing. 


LETTER FROM MAINE, 
From a travelling Correspondent 
Haver vou ever been in Damariscotta? If the 
place is first seen on such a day as this, it appears al- 
lied to Greenland; but if it is seen first, as I saw it 
two dave since, it appears to be a very charming and 


desirable place. 


and Newcastle. These towns, separated by the salt 


river, have long been united by a bridge, at either 


pocommodate which, has long been established a post- 
as grown to consiaeraow Hipoertance in its wealth 


commercial and mechanical business, and in the num- 
ber of it« inhabitants. 

Within a year or two, a part of Nobleboro’, on the 
east side of the river, has been set off asa distinet 
town, and has taken the enphonic name of Damaris 
cotta. T anticipate that some future antiquarian may 
find some poetic idea envelope] in the sounds of the 
name; brt it is only for me now to say, that the com- 
bined village is beautiful and thrifty in its aspects, and 
that on a pleasant afternoon, at this time of the year. 
aman may experience an untold amount of pleasure 
in wandering around under the shade-trees upon the 
heights and along the pently ascending acclivities, 
which make up the shores of the river. ‘The bridge is 
some seven miles east of Wiscasset, and eighteen 
miles east of Bath, and it is some twenty miles west 
from Thomaston and Warren. To aman who has 
known the spring and the beginning of summer with- 
in the brick and mortar influences of Boston, it isa 
real and large privilege to be in Damariscotta a few 
days. 

The Baptist church in the place is large and effi- 
cent. In the circumstances of its formation is found 
much which looks like divine Providence thwarting 
the wisdom of men. Many long year8 ago, the peo- 
ple living near the bridge, somehow procured a no- 
tion, that they ought to have a meeting to accommo- 





date the villagers. The notion became a reality, and 
a meeting-house was constructed. The foremost lead- 
ersin the enterprise having been reared and edo- 
cated in asuitably exclusive knowledge of the “ stand- 
ing order,” and in a suitable ignorance of the “new 
lights,” sent to Boston for a preacher. A young 





and manner were equally rude and repulsive. He 


Asa last effort to gain attention, he bethought him- 
self of the hymn, well known in Scotland, the compo- 


This hymn his Scottish mother had taught him to 


' 
its belief, laying down the conclusions logteally in. | ar 
volved therein, trying these conclusions no less than walls of Zion, [have been compelled to pray God to 


their premises by the Word of God, refuting objee- | replenish the thinned pastoral and missionary ranks 


Could | 


solve these momentous problems, and with them every | 


An arm of the sea extends up, north- | 


end of which has gradually grown a village, and to | 





Bailey, of Newcastle, who had 
‘| to the town, and who claimed ‘hat 


been ministering 
new interest was 
a part of his own parish, and who assumed the respon- 
sibility of sending the supply back to Boston, before 
he had preached in the new wmeting-house, and be- 
fore the people who built it knew of his arrival or de- 
parture. After waiting a suitable length of time, the 
leaders in the new parish sent again to Boston for a 
preacher, and again a preacher was sent, and again 
he was returned in the manner, and by the person 
before mentioned. When the new parish learned of 
all these successful attempts to keep them from hav- 
ing a convenient meeting, ther se@t a third time to 
Boston ; but this time they sent to Dr. Baldwin, who 
answered their request in sending them a preacher, 
one who did not call upon Rev. Mr. Bailey, and who 
did not return to Boston before he had seen the peo 

ple whom he was delegated to visit. Thus the parish 

came to have a Baptist preacher, and thus, when in 

1819, a church was formed, it was a Baptist church. 

The purpose of Heaven was catried out to the forma- 

tion of a Baptist church, through the misjudgment of 
a sincere and able minister. 

Allow me to here repeat some statistics in reference 

to the church, which, perhaps, may be of interest to 

some of your readers. The original name of the band 

of brethren was “ Second Church in Nobleboro’,” and 

it consisted of foarteen members. Since its organiza- 

tion, the church has had four baadred and ninety-six 

members, uf whom fifty-six have died, seventy-two 

have been dismissed, forty-eghs eQeinded, cou dropped, 

leaving three hundred and ten members in Septem- 

ber, 1850. The first pastor was Rev. Adoniram Jud- 

son, Sen., who commenced his labors in September, 

1819, and removed in July, 1821. In October, 1823, 

Rev. D. Dunbar became pastor, and continued until 

1825. The present pastor, Rev. S. A. Kingsbury, 

commenced preaching to the church in October, 1845, 

and was ordained as pastor in March, 1846. Bro. 

Kingsbury spent many years of his early life in the 

practise of the profession of the law, before he be- 

came a subject of converting grace, but “ immediately 

he was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,” and 

God has seen fit to honor himself in the ministry of 
this one of his servants. The present nomber of 
‘members is three hundred and thirty, fourteen’ of 
| whom have been added by baptism, and eight by let- 

iter, since the last meeting of the Association. 

| Thave lately been often rebuked, in omitting, as 

most praying people do, to pray for the conversion of 
educated men, in the two learned professions of the 

law and medicine ; and as I have been associated with 











the pastor of this church, who was taken from the pro- 
fession of law, and placed asa watchman upon the 


of the ministry with intellect taken from the profession 
(of law, and sanctified to holy and hallowed purposes. 


We pray for colleges, and do well: and why not prav 


for the conversion of lawyers. The Almanac pub- 
lished by the American Baptist Publication Society, 
informs us that in this State there are thirteen Asso- 
jciations, two hundred and ninety-five churches, two 
hundred pastors, seventeen licentiates, and about twen- 
tv thousand communicants. Hence there are abont 
eighty churches, for whom there is no ordained min- 
ister, lave not the brethren oerasion to * pray the 
| Lord of the harvest to send forth more laborers mto 


his harvest 7” 


| But many of these churches are very small and fee- 


ble; and this entire membership is seattered over a 
vast area of territory. There is a great amount of 
missionary labor which now needs to be performed. 
The Maine Domestic Missionary Society is doing its 
Yet 


the demand is such as to say, in most distinct and em- 


best to meet the demand; and the best is well. 


phatic language, Maine must have one hundred more 
godly and efficient pastors, and the Board of this So- 
ciety must have ten thousand dollars during its next 
financial year, to aid in the maintenance of those men. 
New villages are springing up along the coast, and 
upon the banks of the large rivers in the interior, 
mach asin the new States of the West, for which no 
preachers have vet been found. God may interpose 
for some of these destitate places, in part to supply an 
immediate and pioneer want by colporteur missionary 
work, put forth by the conjoint efforts of the Domes- 
tic Missionary Society and the American Baptist Pub- 
lication Society. If this pioneer work is blessed, the 
demand for more pastors will be increased. Prosper- 
ity in promoting religion always makes an increased 
demand for more Christian labor. Many thousand 
are now grateful for the good accomplished by the 
churches, through these Toards, and many more are 
hoping for more good. As ever, 


Damariscotia, June, 1852. M. M. D. 


o-~ —- — 


CONVERSION OF REV. J. G. ONCKEN, 

A striktna illustration of the good which may be 
done by humble Christians is given in’ the following 
anecdote, related at the recent meeting of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Publication Society: 

Just before taking up the collection, the Rev. ])r. 
Belcher related an anecdote. In the last congrega- 
tion he served in England, he had for regular hearers 
once on the Lord's day and on a week evening, two 
excellent persons connected with a Congregational 
church ina distant part of the town. Of this chureh 
the good brother, a respectable mechanic, was a dea- 
con. Both he and his wife were eminent for simple 
piety, fervent devotion, and quiet, untiring zeal. They 
had very small talents, but much religion. In their 
family boarded a young man, also a mechanic, of for- 
eign birth, but now pursuing his calling in London. 
He knew nothing of religion, but was amiable and 
obliging, and greatly devoted t pleasure as the source 
of his happiness. 

/ Forsome time after he began to live with them, 
when the Bible, morning and evening, was laid on the 
‘table indicative of family worship, it was a signal for 
his leaving the room, but after a short time, influenced 
by the amiable spiritand manners of the worthy John 
/ Cottman and his wife, he occasionally stayed to ob- 
‘serve this solemnity. One evening, he came home to 
dress, that be might visit a place of amusement, when 
the good deacon said,“ IT think you had better go 
with me, and enjoy pleasure greater than that which 
you are going to?” ae 
“Where are you going?” was the inquiry of the 
young man. 
" «To the prayer meeting at our church,” replied 


‘ ii. ; . 
wardly, inland, some twenty miles, on each side of | the good deacon. 
which have long been located two towns, Nobleboro’, | 


“A prayer meeting, what ts that 7” 
“ Why we meet to sing hymns, read the Scriptures, 


- ” 

and to ask God to bless us. 

| The young man hesitated. 

| You had much better yo,” said the good old lady, 
| 

} 


in | or nanalkind tane i. 
te went, and in that Meetings OF some oe. , 

sons, held in the vestry of the Congregational chureh, 
Maize Hill, Greenwich, did God open and soften his 
heart, and excited feelings which ted him to the Sa- 
viour of sinners for pardon. Such was the early his- 
tory of John G. Onecken, of whose labors, carried on 
in the spirit of martyrdom, they had heard so much, 
and in whose present persecutions they now took so 
feartul an interest. The speaker added that could 
thes have seen the weeping gratitude and the smile 
ofalmost rapturous joy, Which he had seen on the 
face of the devoted Oncken, as they talked together, 
in the city of London, of John Cotman and his wite, 
they woald feel an increasing determination individu- 
ally to labor for souls,— would cherish even more in- 
terest in the labors and sorrows of our missionary 
brother, and add something more than they had pre- 
viously intended to place in the collection boxes.— 
Ch. Chronicle. 




















A DUTY OMITTED, 


“ And she is gone now,” murmured a young girl, 
“gone to the cold grave. I shall never see her more, 
and I loved her so fondly. Oh, mother,” she contin- 
ued raising ber voice, and turning toward a lady who 
was engaged in reading, “ I can't see why Mrs Har- 
rington was taken away from her family and friends.” 

“It is mysterious to us, my child, but we are short- 
sighted and ignorant. He who gave her to her friends 
knew the best time to recall her. They have lost, 
but she has gained. She was a lovely Christian.” 

“ She was very lovely, mother, but—but—I don't 
think Mrs. Harrington was very religious.” 

“ Don’t you think she lived as a Christian should 
live 7” 

“ I think she was very kind and patient, and very 
charitable and self-denying. But I did not know 
that religion made her so, mother.” 

“ Yes, ws child, it was religion that made her what 
she was. I remember her asa young girl, and then 
she was very diflerent.” 






































preacher was sent out to the Province of Maine from 


HURSDAY, JUNE 
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that metropolis, and instructed to eall upon Rev. Mr. 
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“ But mother, I believe she loved me very much. ' sorrow. this ever overwhelming sorrow, i 
Tl . , thi: . , w, it pleased the 
She very often denied herself for the sake of giving me God of heaven to Said my wicked heart the 
pleasure. And you know how often she came to see|___. Z mor age? 
me when I was sick last summer, and how she watched | \"""'Y of all earthly treasures; to exhibit to my view 
with me. But I don’t understand why if sbe loved |' Plain and striking colors, my own character, as a 
~orhag a ale oune never onan = re- | inner against bis great name; that J had hated coun- 
. can't understand why t who|sel and despi . i 
aie ~ a ones epised reproof, and dex rved his eternal 
about it with others.” portance, shou vengeance. But he was merciful in that agony, and 
“Mrs. Harrington did freely converse with her exhibited himself as a bleeding Saviour. I was as 
Christian friends upon religious subjects; but she was |tnished. I knew not the meaning, but still felt that 
back ward about introducing the subject of personal | my heart was fearfully sinful in his sight, and that I 
— = oo meney peony — took no nM had no claim to his mercy. I praved, and what joy 
B 1 subject. ve often regretted this, A awa _ . . ’ 
for her life was such as would, with the blessing of we aghcneeeg ven wonder, when I foued I ane a — 
: to pray to? TIT felt such peace and tranquility as 
greatly surprised me. I read with delight bis word. 
I rejoiwed greatly in his truth. Tloved Christians I 


God, have giver: much force to her words.” 
There are many, who, in this respect, resemble 
engaged in his service with all my heart, and was re- 
signed to this painful dispensation, that he had made 


Louisa's deceased friend. They love,and in manv 

things obey their divine Master, but they do not strive 

in their converse with the irreligious to recommend 

Him, They converse with them on almost every va-|. . ; 

riety of subject, except that which they acknowledge instrumental in rescuing me from eternal death.” 

to be the most important of all.— Reaper. Mr. Nelson had now reached his twenty-ninth 
year. Believing he had experienced the grace of 
God, he solemnly consecrated himself to his service, 
and was publicly baptized by the revered Gano, and 
became a member of the First Baptist church in 


Providence. Ile was soon solicitous concerning his 
future life. His father and several of bis uncles, had 
been efficient ministers. His mind too was turned to 
the same profession. He deliberated mach and pray- 
ed earnestly. At length he was satisfied he also 
ought to devote bis powersto him who had redeemed 
him. And closing his engagements, he forsook his 
worldly hopes and his cheering prospects, and for a 
eran, 2 Cheistion hanthae wha 
survives him, studied with a neighboring clergyman, 


—! 
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THE BIBLE AGAINST ROMANISM. 


We take the following from the Personal Recol- 
lections of Charlotte Elizabeth, and commend it to 
our readers, as showing how Roman Catholic preju- 
dice and bigotry may be overcome by bringing them 
into contact with revealed truth : | 

“ The affair of the little deaf mute,”says she, “at 
the convent, led me to turn my attention to some 
poor children similarly cireumstanced in the streets of 
Kilkenny ; and while prosecuting this work, the Lord 
brought me to that dear dumb boy, whom you well re- 
member as the brightest, most lovely of Christian char- 
acters. e was then very little, and had a brother 
of sixteen, one of the most genuine paddies I ever be- 
held. This lad was living very idly; a fine, sensible, 
shrewd fellow, who could read and write, and very 
soon made a great proficiency in the finger language 
by helping me to instruct Jack. No one above Pat's 
own rank had ever taken an interest in him; I did, a 
strong one; and as be was much with me, and of a 
character most intensely Irish, he became attached to 


ewer meetinag «ish a 


and subsequently prosecuted his preparatory exer- 
cises at Waterville, Me., under that venerable and 
most thorough divine, Jernemran CHAPLIN. 

In the year 1516, the year of his blighted, and the 
springing of his reliious hopes, my acquaintance com- 


menced with Mr. Nelson. At that time, he being 


me with a warmth of devotion rarely met with among 
any other people. 


nearly eleven years in advance of me, I was impress- 


* One day Pat made his appearance with an im- 
portant look, his brogans stamping the carpet with un- 
wonted energy, bis fine bare throat stiffened into a 
sort of dignified hauteur, and his very keen, hazel 
eves, sparkling under the bushy luxuriance of chest- 
nut curls that clustered about his face and fell on his 
neck. The very beau-ideal of a wild Irish youth was 
my friend Pat. Seating himself as usual, he began: 
“| wouldn't like,” said he, “ that you should go to 
hell.” 


vd with the richness of his experience, and the value 
of his counsels. Ilis society therefore was sought by 
me, and from that period I have never seen him, 
when [| was not even more strongly convinced of the 
yvreat value of his moral and intellectual worth. Hlav- 
ing resolved about the same time to pursue the Chris- 
tran ministry, our sympathies were blended ; and the 
bond of our union tor the next succeeding thirty-five 


nor will if, 


oftoo many. Scarcely a single year had elapsed, 
and the object of his warmest affections was removed. 


“ Nor I either, Pat,” said L 

«But you are out of the thrue church, and you 
won't be saved, and T must convart ve.” 

* That is very kind of you, my good Jad: if I am 
wrong, vou cannot do better than set me right.” 

* Sure and I will.” 

“But how 7" inquired 1. 

“ With this,” said he, pulling out a small pampblet, | 
nothing the cleaner for wear. © You must learn my 


catechism, and it’s you that will be the ood Catho 
lie 7 








Delighted with the boy *s honest zeal, L asked him 
where l should beoun : and hie no less pleased ato omy 
docility, desired me to read it all, and then get it all | 
bey heart. l promised to do the first at any rate: and 
oh, what a trssue of falsehood and blasphemy that But 
ler’s Catechism” was! Next morning my teacher | 
came early. “ Weill, Pat, | have found out what 
makes you anxious about me; here itis said that 
none can be saved out of the true church.” 

* That's it, sure enough.” 
“ But I do belong to the true church, an} [ll show 
what it is;"-—-so [| pointed out tohim two prissaes, 
and added, “ Now, Ido love our Lord Jesus Christ 
msincerntv and therefore | am one of those to who | 
St. Paul wishes grace and peace; and do you think 
an apostle would send his blessing to anybody who 
was not of the true church 7” 
Pat shook his head; “ That's your catechism, not 
mine.” 

“Very trne; Dr. Butler wrote yours, and God 
wrote mine,” holding up the Bible, * whichis best 7” 
* That's not the real Bible,” persisted Pat; * my | 
priest has the true Bible.” 

* Then ask him to lend you his.” 

“] wouldn't get my ears pulled would 1%” said he, 
smiling. ©“ But if he lent me his Bible be must lend 
mea cart to bring it home in, for it’s as big as this ta- 
ble. Yours is too little, and doesn’t hold balf the 
truth. That is why you are so ignorant.” 

“ T soon proved by showing hun Matthew Henry's 
Commentary, that the Word of God would lie in a 
very stall compass, the great bulk of the book being 
man's work. J also urged on him the absolute neces- 
sity of reading what Grod had given for our learning, 
and the danger of resting on man’s assertion. Tat 
stood his ground most mantully, astonishing me by the 
adroitness with which he parried my attacks, while 
pursuing, as he hoped, the good work of my conver- 
sion. For many a day was the controversy carried 
on— Batler versus the Bible—without any other effect 
than that of bringing Pat to read the sacred Book for 
himself; but it opened to me the awful wiles of dark- 
ness by which the poor and ignorant are blinded, 
while for the more educated class such polished soph- 
istry as Milner’s is carefully prepared. [reaped the 
fruit, however, six years afterwards, when, ina little 
Kaglish chureh, Pat kneeled beside me and bis broth- | 
er, a thankful communicant at the Lord’s table.” 


- - - } 


THE STRANGER WITHIN OUR GATES, 


Recentey, while in a conversation with a shrewd | 
and highly cultivated lawyer of Boston, upon the rel- 
ative importance and influence of his profession and 
that of the ministry, he related the following incident: 


When a thoughtless youth, he wandered away to a! 
distant city. The Sabbath came, and he was alone. | 
with nothing but bis own fancy or inclination to guide 


hom in his selection of a sanctuary of — As | 
he was going along toward a church distinguished by 


its pastor, he passed by the door of the Bethel chapel. | 
Hearing the voice of yes he turned back and en- | 
tered. Scarcely was he seated, before the preacher, | 
among the subjects of petition, prayed for “ the stran- | 
ger within our gates.” Ile remained wll the service | 
was concluded, and went to bis room in tears. The | 
words of supplication gathered around the word sfran- 
ger, rang in his memory. 
Alter relating the circumstance, be turned to me, | 
and said, “ In your public ministrations, never forget 
the * stranger within thy gates.” You will touch some 
heart which will vibrate to the appeal.” 
For the Watchman and Reflector. 
REV. EBENEZER NELSON, 

Tue individual who bore this name was the son of 
Rev. Ebenezer Nelson, who died in Malden, in the 

He was born in Middleboro’, Mass., Nov. 
Ilis father possessed a strong and vigorous 
mind. He was distinguished for his decision and af- 
fection. Hence he trained his children with great 
care, teaching them continually the value of persona! 
character, and educating them to self-reliance and in- 
dividual effort. The subject of this obituary felt 
most deeply these inspirations of early years, carry- 
ing with him, even to his death, the moulding hand 
ot him whom he never ceased to venerate. 
tive town, and in “faunton’ and “South Reading i 
which places his father successively removed. At 
the age of fourteen years he engaged in the latter 
town in mercantile pursuits, and when he reached 
his manhood, he became interested in Providence, R. 
I., and soon established himself in that town, in active 
Ile acquired a desirable reputation, for 
such honesty, activity, suavity and intelligence as he 
possessed, could not fail in securing it. 
ny friends. 
In that place he formed an acquaintance, and 
eventually was united in marriage with Eliza F., | 
daughter of Caleb Williams, Esq. | 


year 1S25. 
%, 1787. 


business. 


Ile made ma- 





Ife was then in. 
the successful tide of human happiness, and being 
prospered in his business relations, he looked to a long 
period of earthly bliss. But, alas! his is the history 


Death covered him with the deepest sorrow, and his 


tof an infinite God, why so willing to be d 


guided by the pure principles of the gospel ? 
hare, then let them rule. 


grew worse. 


vears has never for a moment weakened ; 


ax I trust, be any less strong even to eternity. 


Ile 


continued his entire religious life, a zealous, and 


faithiul, and holy lise iple, exhibiting an example de- 


liglatteal to contemplate, asit was beautitul to beheld. 

Writing to a beloved associate Dec. 10th. 1X17, in 
bmanner pecuharly characteristic of him through his 
whole life, Mr. Nelson thus inquires, * Why are we 
«0 stupid and dull when a cause of such magnitude is 
set before us’ When we have the oath and promise 
leluded by 
the tl uttering devices of that old serpent, the «devil ? 
{ God be for us who can be against us? Then, why 
not forsake father and mother, houses and lands, that 
we ina live an pertect obedience to the liw of the 


spirit of life, and put olf the old man with lis deeds, 


! ” 
hand puton the new man m true holiness ¢ 


It was not until February, 1818, that he completed 
his final arrangements in Providence. He then gave 


himself wholly to preparation for his chosen protes- 


sion, and was approved asa mumster of Clirist by the 


ehurch with which he first united. In the villages 
adjacent he exercised the gift God had given him, 
mu h to the edification of those who heard him, and 
was almost constantly occupied in the meetings of his 
church, to the members of which he was greatly en- 


deared. And it was bis happiness to learn that the 


seed he had sown, yielded an harvest in which he is 


now permitted to rejonce. 

During his preparatory course at Waterville, he 
was distinguished for bis devotion to the great work 
to which he had consecrated his lite. Being from his 
bovhood accurately instructed in the doctrines of the 
gospel, he was able to pursue to advantage his theo- 
lowieal studies, and the manner in which he had learn- 
ed Christ, was remarked by all who listened to his 
ministry. From the beginning be was an unwaver- 
ing believer in his personal divinity, and never failed 
te inculeate with great simplicity, and plainness, and 
energy, the doctrine of him crucified as the only hope 
of salvation. His views at that early period of the 
discipline of the church of God were, as they contin- 
ved through his whole ministry. The church where 
he held his membership, being in great trial on ac- 
count of some intluential members having imbibed 
erroneous sentiments, as early as Oct. 28, 1818, he 
wrote to another member in. the manner following: 
“ Butare the church convinced that they are mis- 
If they 
But if they are men of cor- 
rupt minds, supposing that gain is godliness, and en- 
deavoring to draw away disciples after them, I know 
not why they should be retained a single day, unless 
it is to weaken the harmony, or in fact destrov the 
peace of the church. I believe in my soul that God 
will never approve and prosper a church that harbors 
such distinguished errorists as ours now does; and 
the longer we wait to be better, the more shall we 
he like the woman who spent all she bad, bat still 
Nothing will save the church from utter 
ruin. but a firm, decided stand against infidelity of 


whatever species. May the Lord appear for us and 


‘give grace and firmness to those who are for the 
r 


truth. that they may be valiant in the day of trial.” 
But while thus decisive in hie judgment upon the dis- 
cipline of the ehureh, he was neither unmindful of his 
own deficiency, nor of the necessity of preserving a 
tone of prety that he mizht continue in the simplicity 
of the truth; for in the same letter he remarks, * I 
find it difficult to maintain that degree of engaged- 
ness in spiritual things that becometh the servants of 
God while employed in other stadies. Much howev- 
er depends on the inclination. If we are disposed to 
be negligent and obey every trifling suggestion of sin 
and Satan, we shall always be left in the dark, and 
that justly. In short to be watehtul and prayerful, 
are indispensably necessary to grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of God. May the Lord enable us 
both to spend the few more days allotted us to his 
honor and glory.” | 

Having devoted some two years in preparatory 
studies, at the urgent request of the Baptist church in 
Lvon, he was ordained their pastor, July 26, 1820, 
Of all who participated in that interesting service, on- 


° ° . ‘ ’ . . a ! I. 
ix brethren Suarr, who prea hed the se peepee nat 
»» GARAPTON, Wily picoeite con tee we at lloWship, 


survive. With the candidate they have been sum- 
moned to their account. And with joy have they re- 
joiwed over him who was faithful unto death, and like 
him received from the band of the elder brother a 
crown of lite. And with them have died the greater 
portion of that large assemblage. 

To the church in Lyon be ministered seven years, 
having seals of his ministry constantly given him, for- 
tv-one of whom he baptized. In that town, also, in 
the second year of his settlement, he was married to 
Rebecca, daughter of Amariah Childs, Esy., by whom 
he had six children, five surviving biw, each of whom 
he was permitted to see buried with Christ in bap- 
tism, and the remaining one, having died in infancy, 
he was able to rejoice in the prospect of being a fami- 
ly unbroken in heaven. 

In all the efforts made by his brethren for the 
wider ditfusion of religious knowledge, he was not on- 


heart failed. 


permitted the former, looked afier the latter. 





What shall I do? What can I do? ly 


were questions that sensibly affected him. But her! Pa 
sudden demise was not without its design. He who 


The 


est interest. 
Education Society, and at several times its efficient 


a partner, but oftentimes one of the most active. 
rticularly in ministerial education he felt the deep- 
As Secretary of the Northern Baptist 


financial agent, be has done much towards clevating 
the ministry to which he belonged. His name will be 
held in sweet remembrance throughout New England 
Baptist churches, and the harvest of his labors will be 
long ere it fail. In the establishment of the Newton 
Theological Institution in 1825, as the early friends 
of that Institution will remember, no one was more 
active, and as the Secretary of the Board of Trus- 
tees, none more useful. His heart was ever filled 
with pious and enlarged desire for a devoted and in- 
telligent ministry; nor were his personal cflortsis 


young wife died not in vain, for not long after her re- 
mains were placed in the grave, Mr. Nelson was en- 
abled to trust in that Jesus, who had separated him 
from an earthly, to unite him with an heavenly friend. 
But for that dispensation of his grace, he might again 
have entered the world, and there sought a refuge 
from his sorrows, and companions for his loneliness. 
Referring to that sad and eventful scene he thus ex- 
pressed bis feelings: “ To all her friends and con- 
nections, the pain of this sudden change was indeed 








excruciating. But for myselt,in the midst of this 


| 
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this great work ever withheld, w 


he : P 
s rength permitted. never his physical 


Often has he 

mark that “a pious and yheaauidienen ie 
arm of the church, and more is to be ex pected hom it 
than from any other department of Christian patren- 
age.” In him, therefore, the young man without pe- 
cumiary means, if traly pious, and giving evidence 
that it was the will of the great Head of the church 
he should preach his gospel, always found sympathy, 
and counsel andaid. And in bis able and numerous 
reports, treasured in the Bistory of the denomination, 
other young men in like circumstances, bave a per- 
manent advocate. 

His health failing him, with the advice of his physi- 
cian, he resigned his charge in Lynn, and was for the 
year succeeding employed by the Trustees of the 
Newton Institution in the collection of fands ; and 
largely were the churches induced through his agen- 
ey to sympathize and patronize his important mis- 
sion. Regaining his health, and a new Baptist meet- 
ing-house having been erected in West Cambridge, 
he accepted the invitation given him by the church 
to become their pastor, and Tuesday, the 9th of Sep- 
tember, 1828, the day of its dedication, he was in- 
stalled in that office. 

In his pastoral labors in West Cambridge, Mr. N. 
was unusually happy. He and his wife always al 
luded to their six years’ residence in that community 
with lively interest. The people loved them. They 
not only gave evidence of their affection by their 


presence in the house of God, but were continually 
*oeerweetirws Beng lenses Tee Guise UF surdry articles, 


valuable in their family, and particularly encouraging 
to them in their labors. And thus every wise con- 
gregation will do, if they desire to render pleasant 
and desirable their minister's settlement. There. also, 
Mr. N. was favored in building up the church that 
had been prostrated, adding to its membership seven- 
ty-three persons, sixty-four of whom by baptism. 

In connection with that ministry is to be classed 
the efficient services he rendered the Federal Street 
Baptist church in Boston, now Rowe Street, where 
he baptized many converts. It was during the ab- 
sence of their pastor, the beloved Matcom. 

It should be recorded, also, that in the year 1831, 
Mr. Nelson, with some other ministering brethren, 
was deeply impressed with the destitute condition of 
the Great Valley of our nation. So deeply exercised 
were their minds on this subject that some of them 
met at his residence in West Cambridge, and it was 

from that meeting the late highly valued GOING, 
went forth on his first tourin the Western States, 

and subsequently became the Corresponding Secreta- 

ry of the American Baptist Home Missionary Socie - 
tv, which hence had its conception, and finally its be- 
ing, from a meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society 
of Massachusetts, held in Boston, in the month of No- 

vember of the same year, where the report of that 

town wasmade. Never shall I forget that interview 

in West Cambridge, the holy feeling that was then 
exhibited and the earnest prayer of every one pres - 
ent, as being in perfect harmony from hearts sincere 
and believing, offered in the name of Christ. 

In 1834 Mr. Nelson was constrained to vield tothe 
earnest solicitations of the Northern Baptist Educa- 
tion Society to become their Secretary. Two anda 
half years he prosecuted unweariedly his peculiar 
theme, demonstrating the necessity of a well-prepar- 
ed ministry and looking after the young men who had 
either presented themselves, or were recommended 
as candidates. Although his main errand was the 
collection of pecaniary means, he never ceased to be 
the humble servant of Jesus Christ. He preached 
continually, delivering either well written, or thor- 
oughly studied extemporaneous sermons, and making 
thrilling appeals to the consciences of large assem - 
blies at our various anniversaries, in favor of every 
good word and work. And to his agencies our min- 
isterial education is largely indebted. And yet he 
never seemed aware of his strength or his usefulness: 
never tarrying to converse about the past, but al- 
ways looking to the future, inquiring, what is? or 
what ought to be done ? 

Mr. N. was now fifty years old, and as is natural 
and equally right, if Heaven approve, he desired for 
himself and family an abiding home. His children 
required his constant supervision. Mrs. N., though 
uimirably adapted both as a wife and a mother, was 
unwilling to bear the entire responsibility. His pa- 
ternal affection was strong and his love of home as ar- 
dent as any of his brethren, and yet he had in a great 
measure surrendered these at their desire. His 
health, teeble at best, had suffered from constant ex- 
posure and continual changes. Hospitable and cheer- 
ful as were his friends, he felt it, for these and other 
sufficient reasons, bis duty to accept another spiritual 
change, and the Central Baptist church in Middlebo- 
ro’ being vacant, at their invitation he commenced his 
regular ministry in that town, January, 1837. 

The family being again settled, Mr. N. gave his at- 
tention to the education of his children; and a better 
regulated family I seldom see. This was moge ob- 
servable, as the present is a day of fearful insubordi- 
nation. Not that there is not as much family govern- 
ment in this, as ip any age preceding ; but that it has 
changed hands. The foolish and wicked indulgence 
to pacify the crying, and to gratify the unnatural de- 
sires of children, and the various means parents allow 
to free themselves from their parental care, are whol- 
ly unwise, as the bitter cups of many abundantly tes- 
tify. With Mr. N. his word was not “ yea and nay,”’ 
but either yea,or nay. He never falsified truth with 
his children. Nor washe stern, austere, fitful in man- 
ner or speech; nor even disrespectful towards them. 
There was a dignity and affection and decision that 
they understood and will ever appreciate. The lift- 
ing of his finger was sufficient in all ordinary cases, 
and although he would not spare the rod for their 
erving, yet seldom had he any necessity; for, I be- 
lieve most of the severe chastisement which children 
require, has its necessity in the government of pa- 
rents; or, rather, in their want of government. True, 
sometimes notwithstanding all discipline, there are ex - 
amples of recklessness ; but ordinarily the child is the 
culture of the parent, whether good or evil. And 
the Scripture remains, “ Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” Certain if is to train him up in bis way, to 
allow him to follow his natural inclinations, when he 
is old, he will not depart from it, as we see every 
Precious indeed is the testimony of the chil- 
dren of my friend. A letter from one of his sons, 
now hefore me. speaks for them all. “ He leaves be- 
hind an example worthy to be followed.” He was a 
man of prayer and they knew it. His family devo- 
tions were judicious, interesting, and instructive. In 
supplication they heard one who loved them, and 
whom they as tenderly loved. His bome was the 
place where, if he was more devout in one circle than 
in another, it was there. And never will his widow 
cease to bear testimony, with their children, to his pt- 
ety as well as his affection. 

Fourteen years he ministered to the church in Mid- 
dleboro’, preaching with great ability and power the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, turnishing them frequently with 
entire new preparations, making full proof of his min- 
istry in the fear of God. I mean not to represent the 
subject of this narrative without fault, but he was, 
though small in stature, very much of the model of a 
strong man. Original and energetic in thought and 
manner, clear and demonstrative in illustration, pun- 
gent and stirring in appeal, sincere and devout in 
feeling, he was recognized as a minister of Jesus; for 
none doubted he had been with him. The gospel 
was received from his lips, confirmed as it was by his 
daily example, and never will that people cease to 
cherish his name in love. I know not how many he 
received to the membership of the church, but it was 
frequently his privilege to bring converts by baptism 
into Christ. 

In Middleboro’, Mr. N. found his long endeared ob- 
ject at hisdoor. Peiree Academy is located in that 
town, and he officiated with interest as the President 
of its Board of Trustees. Here many sons have been 
reared for the church ; and many too for almost every 
worthy worldly avocation. With its efficient and able 
Priavipa!, he was always in harmony, and never did 
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